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Young Aquatic Volunteer (YAV) online training and mentoring 
 
The Club has set up an account with the online platform Slack to assist with the delivery of 
continuous professional development and mentoring of the Coaching and Young Aquatic 
Volunteer (YAV) groups.  In addition to Slack, the Club may also use Zoom and other 
platforms for online training and mentoring that are considered appropriate and fit for 
purpose.   
 
Safeguarding 
 
Just as with any other form of coaching, implementing good safeguarding practice whilst 
delivering and participating in online training and mentoring is extremely important to protect 
our Coaches and our YAVs. 
 
All usual safeguarding considerations should be taken into account that can be found within 
Wavepower 2020-2023 (Swim England Child Safeguarding Policies and Procedures): 
https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/wavepower-child-safeguarding-for-clubs/.   
 
In addition, the following information should be noted, and guidelines followed: 

 
1. The Club will invite parents of YAVs under the age of 18 to join the Club’s YAV Slack 

account on behalf of their Swimmer.   The Club will deem that the parent of the YAV has 
provided their consent for the YAV to participate in the online training and mentoring by 
virtue of their acceptance of the invite to join the Club’s YAV Slack account.   
 

2. For any YAV under the age of 18, it is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to 
supervise their YAV’s access to Slack, Zoom and other forms of online training and 
mentoring, and to ensure that all guidance is followed.  
 

3. Parents must ensure that a responsible adult is in proximity to the YAV (if under 18) 
during any online training or mentoring.   

 
4. In line with the Club’s Photography Policy, no images of YAVs should be shared online 

without their explicit consent, or their parent’s consent if they are under 18. 
 

5. Coaches will not contact YAVs if they are under 18 outside of the online training delivery 
or mentoring, unless they have explicit parental consent to do so. 

 
6. Coaches and YAVs will always wear appropriate clothing for online training and 

mentoring activities. 
 

7. The Club’s Welfare Officer, Sue Tinkler, can be contacted via email or telephone: 
sue.tinkler@blueyonder.co.uk or 07889 909 284, should a YAV or a parent wish to raise 
a safeguarding and child protection issue.  
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